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I .  EARNED DEGREES 
 
Ph.D.  Vanderbilt University, 1987 
M.A.  Vanderbilt University, 1983 
B.A.  University of Texas at Arlington, 1981 
 
I I .  EMPLOYMENT 
 
2006-  Professor of History, School of History, Technology, and Society 
2003-2006 Associate Professor of History, School of History, Technology, and Society 

Director of Undergraduate Studies, School of History, Technology, and Society 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

1997-2003 Associate Professor of History; and Director, Center for the Study of  
                Southern Industrialization, Georgia Institute of Technology. 
1994-97 Associate Professor of History, California Institute of Technology. 
1993-94 Visiting Scholar, UCLA/Clark Library, Los Angeles, California. 
1988-94 Assistant Professor of History, California Institute of Technology. 
1987-88 Visiting Assistant Professor of History, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

and State University 
1984-86 Head Teaching Assistant, Vanderbilt University 
1982-84 Teaching Assistant, Vanderbilt University  
 
I I I .  TEACHING 
 

A. Courses Taught at Georgia Tech 
HIST 2112: United States History since 1877 
 Spring 2008: 180 
 Spring 2007: 180 
 Fall 2006: 180 
 Spring 2006: 180 

Spring 2005: enrollment = 180 
Spring 2004: enrollment = 180 
Fall 2003: enrollment = 111 
Fall 2002: enrollment = 142 
Spring 2002: enrollment = 176 
Spring 2000: enrollment = 160 
Spring 1999: enrollment = c. 170 

 
HTS 2007: The History of the New South since 1865 
 Spring 2008:  40 

Fall 2005: enrollment = 37 
Spring 2003: enrollment = 35 
Spring 2002: enrollment = 43 
Summer 2001: enrollment = 39 



Fall 1999: enrollment = 35 
 
HTS 3101: Logic of Historical and Social Research  
 Fall 2007 (course number changed to HTS 2101): 20 
 Fall 2006: 23 

Fall 2005: enrollment = 27 
Fall 2004: enrollment = 16 
 

HTS 3006: Labor History 
 Oxford Program, Summer 2007: 35 

Oxford Program, Summer 2003, enrollment = 40 
Summer 2002: enrollment = 23 
Spring 1998: enrollment = 20 

 
HTS 3015: History of the Vietnam War 
 Summer 2006: 35 

Fall 2004: enrollment = 45 
Fall 2003: enrollment = 43 
Oxford Study-Abroad Program, Summer 2003: enrollment = 45 
Spring 2003: enrollment = 33 
Fall 2002: enrollment = 41 
Fall 2001: enrollment = 41 
Spring 1999: enrollment = 35 
Fall 1999: enrollment = 34 

 
HTS 3032: Modern European Intellectual History 
 Oxford Program, Summer 2007: 35 

Oxford Study-Abroad Program, Summer 2004: enrollment = 50 
 
HTS 4003: Seminar in United States History (ÒAmerica in the 1960sÓ) 
 Fall 2008: 15 

Fall 2001: enrollment = c. 15 
 
HTS 6101: Social and Political History of the United States (Graduate Seminar) 

Spring 2005: enrollment = 5 
 
HTS 6180: Race, Ethnicity, and Industrialization (Graduate Seminar) 

Spring 2000: enrollment = 6 
 
HTS 6107: Workers and the Labor Process (Graduate Seminar) 

Spring 2004: enrollment = 5 
 
HTS 88XX: Special Topics (Independent Readings in Modern American History; Graduate)  

Fall 2004: 2 students 
Spring 2005: 1 student 
Fall 2005: 1 student 

 
SCHLITS Graduate Seminar 

Fall 1998: enrollment (Georgia Tech plus Georgia State) = 15 
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B.  Individual Student Guidance 
 
Stephen Brinks: Independent research, Fall 2008 
Jacquelyn Beebe: Independent research, Fall 2008 
 

PresidentÕs Udergraduate Research Awards: 
 Mary Bond, Spring 2006 
 Michael Rohling, Spring 2006 
 William Colin Box, Spring 2006 
 Gavin Mead, Spring 2004 
 
Undergraduate Honor's Theses Supervised: 
 Stephen Brinks, in progress, 2008 

Julie Kelleher, completed September 1998. 
Marion Cooper II, completed June 1998. 

 
Independent Undergraduate Research 
 Natalie Turbiville (UROP), Spring 2008 
 Clay Karwisch, Spring 2008 
 Stephen Brinks, Fall 2007 
 Jacquelyn Beebe, Fall 2007 
 Tarryn Rudman, Fall 2007 
 
Reader, HTS Ph.D. Dissertation Committees 

Robin Harris, Spring 1999 
LeeAnn Lands, Spring 2001 
Matthew Hild, Spring 2002 
Leslie Sharp, Spring 2004 
 

Supervision of SIMS Graduate Research Associate: 
Paul Gilmore, AY 1999 
LeeAnn Lands, AY 2000  
(LeeAnn Lands was Acting Director of SIMS in 2001) 
Leslie Sharp, AY 2002 
Devorah Slavin, AY 2003 

 
I I I .  Scholarly Achievements 

A.1.  Published Books 
 

Bound for Freedom: Black Los Angeles in Jim Crow America (Berkeley: University of  
California Press, 2005) 

 
Creating the Modern South: Millhands and Managers in Dalton, Georgia, 1884-1984 (Chapel 

Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992).  
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A.2.  Refereed Book Chapters  
 

ÒÔGive Her Some Out of ThatÕ: Cotton Mill Girls, Family Wages, and the Question of Female 
Independence in the New South,Ó in Glenn Eskew, ed., Labor in the Modern South 
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2001): 47-61. 

 
ÒThe Star of Ethiopia and the NAACP: Pageantry, Politics, and the African American 

 Community of Los Angeles in the 1920s,Ó in William Deverell and Tom Sitton, 
eds., Metropolis in the Making: Los Angeles in the 1920s (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2001): 145-160. 

 
ÒBecoming Democrats: African American Politics in Los Angeles, 1920-1965" in Lawrence B. 

de Graaf, Kevin Mulroy, and Quintard Taylor, eds., Seeking El Dorado: African 
Americans in California (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001): 279-308. 

 
"A Westerner in Search of 'Negro-ness': Region and Race in the Writing of Arna Bontemps," in 

Valerie Matsumoto and Blake Allmendinger, eds., Over the Edge: Remapping the 
American West (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999): 85-104. 

 
"Race, Rhetoric, and Regional Identity: Boosting Los Angeles, 1880-1930," co-authored by 

William Deverell (50 percent), in Richard White and John M. Findlay, eds., Power and 
Place in the North American West (Seattle: Univ. of Washington Press, 1999): 117-143.  

 
"McCarthyism, Christian Radicalism, and Organized Labor in the post-World War II South: The 

Dalton, Georgia, Red Scare of 1955," in Gary Fink and Merl Reed, eds., Race, Class, and 
Gender in Southern Labor History (Tuscaloosa: Univ. of Alabama Press, 1994): 190-211. 

 
"African American Politics in Progressive-Era Los Angeles," in William Deverell and Tom 

Sitton, eds., California Progressivism Revisited  (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 
1994): 203-228. 

 
 

C.  OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 

Encyclopedia Entries  
 

ÒAfrican Americans in the Twentieth-Century West,Ó in The Blackwell Encyclopedia of the 
American West.  (Blackwell Press: 9,400 words) 

 
ÒGeorgiaÓ in the new edition of the Dictionary of American History (3,500 words)  

 
Reviews 

 
Conference Report on ÒThe Second Wave: Southern Industrialization, 1940-1970Ó in 

 International Labor and Working-Class History (forthcoming, Spring 1999). 
William A. Link, The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 1880-1930 (Chapel Hill: University 

of North Carolina Press, 1992) in the Journal of Interdisciplinary History (Winter 1995): 



 
 

5 

538-40. 
Michael K. Honey, Southern Labor and Black Civil Rights: Organizing Memphis Workers 

(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993) in International Review of Social History 
(December 1994): 469-72. 

The American South Comes of Age, a fourteen-part documentary series by South Carolina ETV 
(1985), in The Journal of American History (December 1994): 1394-96. 

Vicki Vaughn Johnson, The Men and the Vision of the Southern Commercial Conventions, 1845-
1871 (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1992) in The Journal of Economic 
History (March 1994): 218-20. 

Judith Rosenberg Raftery, Land of Fair Promise:  Politics and Reform in Los Angeles Schools, 
1885-1941 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992), and Tom Sitton, John Randolph 
Haynes: California Progressive (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992) in Journal of 
the West (July 1995): 115. 

Paterson (1989), film produced by Kevin Duggan and Geraldine Fallo, directed by Kevin 
Duggan, in American Historical Review (October 1989): 1049-50. 

John Mack Faragher, Sugar Creek: Life on the Illinois Prairie (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1986), in Agricultural History (Summer 1987): 82-83. 

 
Miscellaneous 

 
ÒTeaching Abroad: Positively Electric,Ó in Global Agenda (publication of Georgia TechÕs Office 

of International Education) 3:1 (Fall 2004): 1-2. 
Op-ed, "Rupert Richardson: On The Centennial of his Birth," Abilene Reporter-News, 28 April 

1991. 
 

D.  PRESENTATIONS 
 
Conference Papers 
 
2006 Panelist, ÒNew Work in Black Western History,Ó Pacific Coast Branch of the American 
Historical  Association, Stanford, CA 
2002 ÒSouthern Roots, Western Dreams: African American Migration to Los Angeles, 1890-1920,Ó 

Western Historical Association, Colorado Springs.  
1999 ÒThe History of Southern Industrialization: An Agenda for the Future,Ó Southern Labor Studies 

Conference, Atlanta. 
1994 Co-author, "The Power of Ideals in the Urban West:  Black and White Boosters in Turn-of-the-

Century Los Angeles," symposium on Power and Place in the North American West, Center for 
the Pacific Northwest, University of Washington, Seattle. 

1993 "Dueling Regionalisms:  A Southern Historian Grapples with Western History," the American 
Dreams, Western Ideals Program, William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, Los Angeles. 

1993 "Progressive Politics and Black Los Angeles," Organization of American Historians convention, 
Anaheim.  

1992 "The Politics of Race in Progressive-Era Los Angeles," Western History Association 
Convention, New Haven.  

1991 "McCarthyism, Christian Radicalism, and the Dilemma of Organized Labor in the post-World 
War II South," Southern Labor Studies Conference, Atlanta. 
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1991 "Blacks and Progressive Hopes in Los Angeles," Pacific Coast Branch of the American 
Historical Association convention, Kona, Hawaii. 

1989 "An Eerie Silence:  Millhands and the Decline of Textiles in Georgia," Social Science History 
Association convention, Washington, D.C. 

1989 "Big Government, Big Labor, Small-Town Workers:  Unionization in Dalton, Georgia, in the 
1930s," Organization of American Historians convention, St. Louis. 

1988 "The Paradox of Community:  Unity and Division Among New South Textile Workers," 
Southern Sociological Society convention, Nashville, Tennessee. 

1986 "Mill Village:  Rural Culture and Cotton Mill Workers in Dalton, Georgia, 1880-1940," Southern 
Historical Association convention, Charlotte, North Carolina. 

 
Invited Talks 
2007 ÒFrederick Madison Roberts: MonticelloÕs California Connection,Ó The Jefferson Library, 
 Monticello, VA. 
2005 ÒOn Writing Bound for Freedom,Ó University of Southern California and First African Methodist 

Episcopal Church of Los Angeles.  
2005 Book Reading: Bound for Freedom, Eso Won Bookstore, Los Angeles. 
2005 ÒRalph Bunch and Black Los Angeles,Ó Ralph Bunche Center for African American Studies, 

University of California, Los Angeles. 
2004 ÒSeparation for Integration: African American Churches and Civil Rights Activism in Los 

Angeles,Ó for the annual Thornton F. Bradshaw Seminar at Claremont Graduate University, 
Claremont, California.  Conference Theme: ÒThe Most Segregated Hour: Race and Religion in 
the American West.Ó February, 2004. 

1999 ÒThe Los Angeles Renaissance,Ó Haynes Foundation Lecture, Henry E. Huntington Library, San 
Marino, California. 

1998 ÒÔI Kept a Little for MyselfÕ: Cotton Mill Girls, Family Wages, and the Question of Female 
Independence in the New South,Ó Festschrift conference for Gary Fink, Georgia State 
University, Atlanta. 

1997 ÒAfrican Americans and the Making of Los Angeles,Ó Getty Center, Los Angeles. 
1995 "On the Significance of the Edelman Papers," commemorating the donation of the Edmund D. 

Edelman Papers to the Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, California. 
1995 Panelist, "L.A. Archives and Collections: In Search of Urban History," The Getty Center for the 

History of Art and the Humanities, Santa Monica, California. 
1994 "Farewell to the Party of Lincoln:  African-American Politics in Depression-Era Los Angeles," 

Earnest C. Watson Lecture Series, Caltech, Pasadena, California. 
1993 "Police Brutality and Public Unrest in Twentieth Century Los Angeles:  Two Case Studies," 

keynote address for the Constitutional Rights Foundation, Social Studies Conference, Henry E. 
Huntington Library, San Marino, California. 

1993 "Civil Rights Leaders Before King," address for Caltech's Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
Ceremony. 

1992 "L.A. Riots: The Social Aspects of Environmental Quality," The Caltech Environmental Quality 
Laboratory Discussion Group, Pasadena, California. 

1992 "Confronting the Dilemma of Race: Black Los Angeles and Progressive-Era Politics, 1900-
1917," Los Angeles History Research Group, Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, 
California. 

1992 "Race and the Fourteenth Amendment: The Case of Restrictive Real Estate Covenants," keynote 
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address, Constitutional Rights Foundation, Symposium on  the American Legal System, 
Pasadena, California. 

1991 "Employee Satisfaction in Southern California Since World War II," Institute for Industrial 
Relations, University of California, Los Angeles. 

1991 "How Satisfied are American Workers?: An Historical Analysis," Caltech Board of Trustees 
Annual Meeting, Palm Springs, California. 

1991 "The Caltech Industrial Relations Center and its Employee Opinion Polls, 1945-1980," Caltech 
Centennial Alumni Seminar Day, Pasadena, California. 

1989 "Before Bedspreads Came to Town:  The Crown Cotton Mills and the Rise of Industry in 
Northwest Georgia," keynote address, the Northwest Georgia Regional Studies Program, Dalton, 
Georgia. 

 
Commentator or Chair 
 
2005: Comment, ÒThe Southern Economy since World War II,Ó Georgia Historical Association, 

Columbus, GA. 
2003 Comment, ÒSunbelt Growth and the Environment,Ó Southern Historical Association, Houston. 
2001 Chair for session at the Western Historical Association (Theme: South meets West) 
1999 Chair, ÒThe Fulton Bag and Cotton Mill Records: What WeÕve Learned so Far and What Still 

Needs to be Done,Ó Southern Labor Studies Conference, Atlanta. 
1997 Chair, ÒA Retrospective on Like a Family,Ó Southern Labor Studies Conference, Williamsburg.  
1995 Comment, "Creating a New South City: Dalton, Georgia, and the Carpet Industry," Southern 

Historical Association, New Orleans.  
1995 Chair, "Struggles in Paradise: The Quest for Loyalty in Twentieth-Century Los Angeles," annual 

convention of the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association, Maui, Hawaii.  
1994 Comment, "Work and Community in the West," American Dreams, Western Ideals Project, 

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, Los Angeles. 
1993 Comment, "The California Gold Rush Revisited," California Historical Society conference, 

Pasadena, California. 
1991 Comment, "Institutional Symbiosis:  Past and Present," Caltech-Huntington Centennial 

Conference, Pasadena, California. 
 
Media Presentations 
 
2007 Documentary interview for independent film on Dalton, Georgia 
2007 Documentary interview for independent film on African American history in Los Angeles. 
2005 Radio interview about my book, Bound for Freedom; on Talk of the City, KPCC-NRP, Pasadena 

California.   
2000 TV Interview for FOX News on the Confederate Flag controversy, at Georgia Tech. 
1999 Radio Interview on the black community in Los Angeles, Talk of the City, KPCC-NPR, 

Pasadena, California. 
1992 TV Interview, "The Civil Rights Movement Before King," AirTalk: The Caltech Edition, KPCC-

FM, KPAS-TV. 
1990 Radio discussant, "The KCET Los Angeles History Project," KPFK Radio, Los Angeles.  
 
V.  SERVICE 
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A.  PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

¥ Committee on Ethics and Professional Conduct, Organization of American Historians, 2005-
2006. 

¥ One-week of presentations for the National Endowment for the Humanities Institute, ÒThe 
Redemptive West,Ó at the Huntington Library, San Marino, CA, Summer 2005 

¥ Co-editor of a book series by the University of Georgia Press, Economy and Society in the 
Modern South, 1998-2006 

¥ Editorial Board, Atlanta History, 2001-2006 
¥ Program Committee, Southern Historical Association, 2001-2002 
¥ H.L. Mitchell Award Committee for 1998-99, Southern Historical Association. 
¥ Committee Member, Merl E. Reed Research Fellowships in Southern Labor History, the 

Southern Labor Archives, Georgia State University, 1999- 
¥ Program Committee, Western Historical Association, 1997-98. 
¥ Co-director, The Los Angeles History Research Group, Henry E. Huntington Library, 1993-95. 
¥ Founder and Co-director of the Race, Politics, and Region Program, California Institute of 

Technology, 1993-1995. 
¥ Manuscript Referee: Journal of Urban History (2006); University of Georgia Press (numerous), 

University of Illinois Press (1997), Journal of American History (1995), Pacific Historical 
Review (1994), University of Tennessee Press (1993), California Historical Quarterly (2003). 

 
B.  CAMPUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
University System 
¥ Board of Regents Academic Advisory Committee on History, 2003-present 

Committee Chair in 2004-present 
Institute 
á International Plan Committee, 2004-present 
á Recruitment presentation for the Presidential Scholars Program, Spring 2005 
á CETL presentation on Teaching Survey courses, Spring 2005 
á Presentation for the HTS Faculty Research Seminar, Spring 2005 
á Ad hoc Committee on Study Abroad, Oxford Program, Fall 2003 
á CETL presentation on Teaching Survey courses, Fall 1999 
á Search Committee for CETL Director, Spring 1999 
 
HTS 

¥ Executive Committee, Fall 2007-present 
¥ Director of Undergraduate Studies, 2003-2006 
¥ Director, Center for Society and Industry in the Modern South (SIMS), 1998-2003 
¥ HTS Executive Committee, Spring 2000; 2002-2004; 2006-2007 

(Ad hoc Committee on Instructional Technology) 
¥ Search Committee, sociology search, 2002 
á Acting Director of Undergraduate Studies, Spring 2000 
¥ Undergraduate Committee, HTS, 1998-2006 
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(Committee Chair, 1999-2000 ) 
¥ Faculty Advisor, Prometheus Club, 1999-2000, 2002-2003 
¥ Recording Secretary, 1997-98 
 
Other 
¥ Faculty Advisor, Delta Upsilon fraternity, 2001-2003 
¥ Faculty Advisor, Georgia Tech Skydiving Club, 2002-2003 
¥ Faculty participant, Freshman Partner Program: Spring and Fall 1998, Spring and Fall1999.  
 

 
C.  OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
¥ Historical Consultant for the Museum of Rural Life, Thomaston, Georgia. 
 
VI .  GRANTS AND CONTRACTS  
 
¥ John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation, ÒA Model of Civic Engagement: African 

American Leadership in Los Angeles, 1890-1940Ó (2000)  $65,205. 
¥ Historical Society of Southern California/Haynes Research Stipend (1998) $500. 
¥ Faculty Development Grant, Georgia Tech Foundation, Georgia Institute of Technology (1998) 

$3,000. 
¥ Haynes Fellow, The Huntington Library, San Marino, California, 1996 
¥ John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation Fellow (sabbatical grant at Caltech), 1994. 
¥ Visiting Scholar, The Getty Center for the History of the Arts and the Humanities, Los Angeles, 

1997 
¥ Ahmanson/Getty Fellowship; for the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library's "American 

Dreams, Western Images" Program, 1993-94.  
¥ John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation Faculty Fellowship, 1993 
¥ Henry E. Huntington Library, Summer Fellowship, 1991 
¥ Walter P. Reuther Travel Grant, Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Reuther Library, Detroit, 

Michigan, 1990. 
¥ John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation Faculty Fellowship, 1990. 
¥ Ann Peppers Foundation Research Grant; for research on the employee opinion polls conducted 

by the Caltech Industrial Relations Center, 1944-70, 1989. 
¥ Sullivan Fellow, the Museum of American Textile History; for dissertation research, 1986. 
¥ Dissertation Enhancement Grant, Vanderbilt University Graduate School, 1985. 
 
VI I .  HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

¥ Lambda Sigma Teacher of the Month, September 2007, awarded by Lambda Sigma National 
Sophomore Honor Society, Georgia Tech, Alpha Kappa Chapter 

¥ The Donald H. Pflueger Local History Award, 2006, awarded by the Historical Society of 
Southern California for Bound for Freedom.   

¥ Georgia Tech Ambassadors, Most Interactive Teacher Award, Georgia Tech, 2005 
¥ Philip Taft Labor History Award, 1992, awarded by Columbia University for Creating the 
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Modern South. 
 


