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EDUCATION 

 

University of Georgia, Athens, GA August 2021                               

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology – Cum Laude 3.73/4.0  

Minor in Anthropology & African American Studies 

 

University of North Georgia, Dahlonega, GA                        May 2018 

Associate of Science in Psychology with Distinction 3.79/4.0 

 

Athens Technical College, Athens, GA                          May 2015 

Associate of Applied Science in Business Administrative Technology            3.64/4.0 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

CURO Research Assistantship      Jan– May 2021 

University of Georgia, Center for Undergraduate Research Opportunities 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Carolyn Medine 

• Awarded $1,000 to conduct original research under faculty guidance. 

• Analyzed the continued impacts of race science in the academic classroom on female professors 

of color through public student evaluations. 

 

Georgia Attitude, Bias, and Behavior Acquisition Lab      Aug 2020– May 2021 

University of Georgia, Social Psychology Department 

Principle Investigator: Dr. Allison Skinner 

• Conduct experimental interviews as main Research Assistant 

• Data entry, sorting, literature review, and learning R 

 

Public Memorials Convey Dual Messages and Promote Public Division      Jun – Jul 2019 

University of Georgia, Willson Center for Humanities and Arts, Digital Humanities Lab 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Emily McGinn 

• Awarded $1,000 to conduct original research under faculty guidance 

• Collected and analyzed textual data on local public historical spaces 

• Created in person and online presentation of research and analysis 

 

Comparing European and African Governmental Fiscal Policies                 Jan – May 2019 

University of Georgia, School of Public and International Affairs   

Principle Investigator: Dr. Margaret Ariotti 

• Conducted literature review on European fiscal policies 

• Planned future data analysis 

 

Students’ Opinions on Controversial Psychology Issues                                 Jul – Dec 2016 

University of North Georgia, Department of Psychology 

Principle Investigator: Dr. Katherine Kipp 

• Deidentification of documents and data entry 

• Group coordination for inter-rater reliability 

https://calendar.uga.edu/group/willson_center_for_humanities_and_arts
https://calendar.uga.edu/group/digital_humanities_lab
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (CONTINUED) 

 

Laboratory for the Study of Social Interaction (LaSSI) Undergraduate Researcher 

University of Georgia, Sociology Department 

• Chosen through a referral and competitive application process to learn proper lab procedures 

then conduct studies for academic year 2020-2021. *This position was postponed due to 

COVID-19 

 

PUBLICATION 

 

Smith, L. (2016). How African American Slaves Created a Culture that Defied Their Oppressors. 

In Digital Commons - Nighthawks Open Institutional Repository, University of North Georgia, 

Impact Factor Analytics: 20,510 Downloads from March 2016 – October 2021 

https://digitalcommons.northgeorgia.edu/ngresearchconf/2016/History_Anthropology_Philosoph

y/4 

 

PRESENTATIONS  

 

Smith, L. (2019). Public Memorials Convey Dual Messages and Promote Public Division. University of      

Georgia. Presented at DIGI Colloquium: Asking New Questions, DH Summer Scholars  

& Poster Presentation at Division of Academic Enhancement, Baldwin Hall, Athens, GA. 

 

Smith, L. (2017). The Parallels Between Goddess Characteristics and the Societies that Worshipped 

Them. University of North Georgia. Presented at the UNG 22nd Annual Research Conference, 

Dahlonega, GA 

 

Smith, L. (2016). Students’ Opinions on Controversial Psychology Issues are Maintained in the Face of 

Contradictory Students’ Opinions. University of North Georgia. Presented at the 5th Annual 

Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference, Milledgeville, GA. 

 

Smith, L. (2016). How African American Slaves Created a Culture that Defied Their Oppressors. 

University of North Georgia. Presented at the Georgia Collegiate Honors Council 2016 Annual 

Conference, Augusta, GA & the UNG 21st Annual Research Conference, Gainesville, GA. 

 

HONORS AND SCHOLARSHIPS  

 

Oxford University Study Abroad/UGA Foundation Incentive Scholarship June 2021  

Awarded a full scholarship to participate in the UGA at Oxford Junemester program. The program offers 

students the opportunity to travel and study both history and english courses while living in Oxford. 

*This study abroad was postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

 

Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program        Aug 2018 – Aug 2021 

Part of University of Georgia’s inaugural program that is designed to prepare undergraduate students for 

doctoral studies through involvement in research and other scholarly activities. 

 

Franklin College Scholarship Recipient                                     Aug 2019 – May 2021 

Awarded the Willie Anne Rowe Patterson Memorial Scholarship (2019-2020) and Grady E. Rozar 

Scholarship (2020-2021) for current qualified Franklin College undergraduates through competitive 

application. Awarded a total of $6,900 across two academic years. 
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HONORS AND SCHOLARSHIPS (CONTINUED) 

 

UGA Sociology Department Ray Payne Award May 2021 

The Ray Payne Award is awarded annually to a graduating major whose performance demonstrates 

commitment to sociology and a high potential for professional development in the discipline. 

 

Georgia Tech Focus Scholars Program Jan 2021 

Part of University of Georgia’s inaugural program that is designed to prepare undergraduate students for 

doctoral studies through involvement in research and other scholarly activities. 

 

Ty Cobb Educational Foundation Scholarship Recipient         Aug 2016 – May 2020 

Competitive scholarships are granted to qualified students for the purpose of attending an accredited 

college or university full-time. Awarded a total of $12,000 across four academic years. 

 

UGA Great Commitments Student Tour of Georgia       Jan– Mar 2020 

Chosen to tour a diversity of locations across the state to engage with local communities, learn about 

state government, and experience the University’s connections with people across the state first-hand. 

 

UGA Digital Humanities Summer Scholar                                          Jun – Jul 2019 

Students are selected from faculty nominations then invited to apply for this competitive summer 

opportunity. This summer program is designed to introduce Digital Humanities as an advanced research 

method for undergraduates. 

 

Fulbright US-UK Summer Institute Participant                       July 2017 

One of four chosen through a rigorously competitive application process to complete a three-week 

course immersion at the University of Dundee in Identity, Society and the New Enlightenment in 

Scotland. 

 

UNG Center for Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Travel Grant July 2016 

Travel money granted through competitive application to present at the 2016 Georgia Undergraduate 

Research Conference.                        

 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

 

4th Annual OconeeFest: Student Scholarship Fundraiser   October 2017 

University of North Georgia – Oconee Campus 

Value of Student Success – Fulbright Study Abroad 

 

3rd Annual OconeeFest: Student Scholarship Fundrasier October 2016 

University of North Georgia – Oconee Campus 

Value of Faculty/Student Relationships - Research 

 

RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

The Walter J. Brown Media Archives & Peabody Awards Collection Feb 2020 – August 2021 

Student Assistant 

• Corrected transcripts for the Peabody Awards Collection. Enhanced access to the WSB 

Newsfilm Collection by transcribing handwritten shotlogs from WSB-TV (Atlanta) from the 

1960s-1980s. Reached out to material donors to gain biographical information relative to media 

donations and updated the collection with the new narrative. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

Oconee County Resource Council  Jan 2016 – Present 

Mentor, Oconee County Public School System 

• Mentors meet with mentees who have been identified by a parent, teacher, or counselor as a 

student who would benefit from a consistent relationship.  

 

Student Tour of Georgia Day of Service January 2020 

Student Volunteer, Food Bank of Northeast Georgia 

• Spent time cleaning and organizing donations and stock. Was also allowed to tour operations and 

get an understanding of how donations and government funding works for local food 

insecurities. 

 

Undergraduate Research Club – Books for Africa Project  Jan – Dec 2016 

President, University of North Georgia  

• Created donation boxes and signage to advertise around campus for book donations for all age 

levels to be shipped to parts of Africa that lack access. Collected the books then drove them to 

the Atlanta distribution center that ships the books overseas.    

 

Alpha Beta Gamma – Chi Zeta – Book Drive for Needy Children  Aug 2014 – May 2015 

Member, Athens Technical College 

• Participated in organizational drive that collected books specifically for children across campus 

then donated them to the local Books for Keeps program   


